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Major Asset Classes
When determining how to diversify an investment portfolio, you should consider the variety of broad types, or classes,	
of investments that are available. Listed below are the general asset classes most frequently considered when designing	
a portfolio.

Cash
•	 Bank accounts, money market funds, CDs

Stocks
Classified by:

•	 Geography: domestic (U.S. only), global (includes U.S.), international (foreign only)

•	 Company size: large cap, mid cap, small cap, micro cap

•	 Style: aggressive growth, growth, value, income

Bonds
Classified by:

•	 Geography: domestic (U.S. only), global (includes U.S.), international (foreign only)

•	 Type of issuer: government, municipal, corporate

•	 Default risk: investment grade (lower risk), high yield (higher risk)

•	 Time factor: long term, intermediate term, short term

Real Estate
•	 Your home, vacation property, rental property, real estate investment trusts (REITs)

Other
•	 Private equity, hedge funds, futures, options, foreign currencies, precious metals

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

Broadridge Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. does not provide investment, tax, or legal advice. The information presented 
here is not specific to any individual’s personal circumstances.

To the extent that this material concerns tax matters, it is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer 
for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed by law. Each taxpayer should seek independent advice from a tax 
professional based on his or her individual circumstances.

These materials are provided for general information and educational purposes based upon publicly available information from 
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sources believed to be reliable—we cannot assure the accuracy or completeness of these materials. The information in these 
materials may change at any time and without notice.

This communication is strictly intended for individuals residing in the state(s) of WI. No offers may be made or accepted from 
any resident outside the specific states referenced.

Source: Broadridge Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. Copyright 2016.




